




These stats and trends can change through the application of strong public policies founded 

on the values of equity, dignity and respect for children’s rights, including the right of every 

child to a standard of living adequate for the child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral and 

social development (Article 27, UN Convention on the Rights of the Child).



www.still1in5.ca

In 2015, BC children made up 18% of the 

province’s total population, yet they made up 

22% of British Columbians living in poverty.

POOR CHILD CITY

Lynda would like to go back to school, but 

the cost of child care is discouraging.

Single mother 

Suzanne says racism 

against Indigenous 

people is one of the 

biggest issues facing 

her family.





Statistics Canada’s Low Income Measures for 2015 (after Tax) 





Poverty rate for lone parents with disabilities and children <25 is 53% (Canada)
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Homelessness and Hunger

201 homeless children under 19 

were counted in the Metro 

Vancouver 2017 count

















Average income: 

$283,627 per year
Average income: 

$24,799 per year





Percentage Reduction in Child Poverty Rates in 2015 Due to Government Transfer Payments







1. Raise the minimum wage to $15 per hour, index it annually and 

apply it to all workers.

2. Ensure that public sector employers pay a living wage to all direct 

and contract employees. 

3. Significantly increase income and disability assistance rates and 

index them annually. 

4. Expand post-secondary program options eligible for support under 

the Single Parent Employment Initiative and, in the absence of 

enhanced student grants, allow all those on income assistance to 

attend post-secondary programs.

5. Redesign the BC Early Childhood Tax Benefit to cover children 

under 18 and increase the maximum to $1,320 per child per year.



6. Ensure the new Canada Child Benefit reduces the child poverty rate 

by 50% in 4 years and ensure access for families with high poverty 

rates.

7. Create a targeted federal GST credit top-up of $1,800 per adult and 

child for those living below the poverty line.

8. Increase funding for First Nations child welfare, education and 

health services, and develop a long-term plan to eradicate poverty 

among Indigenous families.

9. Adopt and begin implementing the $10 a Day Child Care Plan. 

10. Enhance maternity and parental leave benefit value, reduce 

qualifying hours and include all parents. 

11. Ensure all youth aging out of care can count on consistent 

financial support and long-term, supportive adult relationships until the 

age of 25.



12. Enhance supports to grandparents raising grandchildren and allow 

those on CPP Disability to continue to receive the children’s benefit after 

they turn 65. 

13. Intensify efforts to help immigrants and refugees with enhanced 

employment assistance, language training and improving employment 

standards protections and enforcement.

14. Immediately cancel all outstanding refugee transportation loan debt. 

15. Ensure K-12 public education funding is sufficient to mitigate 

inequalities and appropriately include students with diverse learning 

needs.

16. Improve access to post-secondary education for low-income 

students and lower student debt levels. Policy options include reduced 

tuition fees, more grants instead of loans and interest-free loans.



17. Enhance Employment Insurance to expand access, duration and 

levels of benefits.

18. Increase efforts to provide housing for low-income people by building 

more social and affordable rental housing, maintaining existing 

affordable housing stock, and by enhancing rental subsidies and other 

income support to reduce housing insecurity for populations at higher risk 

of homelessness.

19. Introduce universal coverage for all Canadians for prescription drugs, 

dental care and eye care as essential aspects of health care. 

20. Provide free public transit for minors and free or reduced-fee transit 

access for low income families.

21. Create an independent commission on tax reform to make 

recommendations to make the tax system fairer and to reduce income 

inequality.
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