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Child Poverty in Metro Vancouver9
FACT 

SHEET

Metro Vancouver (MV) was home to 85,450 poor children in 2013, representing 51% of the poor chil-
dren in the province. These children were spread throughout every census tract in the region. Based 

on taxfiler data using Low Income Measure (LIM) after tax, every MV 
census tract had at least 20 poor children. In fact, most census tracts 
had even larger numbers of poor children, with 354 out of the region’s 
453 census tracts1 (78%) having at least 100 poor children. Overall, one 
in five MV children (20%) were poor, similar to the provincial average, 
with rates varying by census tract.

Metro Vancouver was one of two regions in BC where the overall child 
poverty rate of 20% was higher than the rate for children under 6 years, 
which stood at 19%.

The distribution of census tracts by child poverty rates was:

■■ 3% of all census tracts (15) had child poverty rates of 40% or more

■■ 11% of all census tracts (51) had child poverty rates of 30%–40%

■■ 36% of all census tracts (161) had child poverty rates of 20%–30%

■■ 44% of all census tracts (199) had child poverty rates of 10%–20%

■■ 6% of all census tracts (27) had child poverty rates of less than 10%

The Metro Vancouver area had clusters of census tracts with high child poverty rates including:

■■ Northeast Vancouver (census tracts in and around the Downtown Eastside)

■■ Along Kingsway in Burnaby through the Metrotown and Edmonds areas

■■ Parts of the Whalley, Newton and Guildford areas of Surrey

■■ North and central Richmond

■■ North and central Langley City

The five census tracts in Metro Vancouver with the highest child poverty rates were:

■■ Census tract 58.00 (Downtown Eastside in Vancouver) with a child poverty rate of 70%

■■ Census tract 57.01 (Chinatown area in Vancouver) with a child poverty rate of 59%

■■ Census tract 180.02 (in South Surrey) with a child poverty rate of 50%

■■ Census tract 130.04 (Capilano First Nations Reserve) with a child poverty rate of 48%

■■ Census tract 57.02 (Strathcona area in Vancouver) with a child poverty rate of 48%

1 Note: Metro Vancouver has 457 census tracts, but only 453 census tracts had enough information available for child poverty 
rate calculation.

BC’s highest child 
poverty rates were in 
Vancouver’s Downtown 
Eastside and Chinatown, 
followed by South 
Surrey, and the Capilano 
First Nations Reserve.
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% of Children 0–17 Years Old in BC in Low Income Families, by Metro Vancouver Census Tract,  
Based on Low Income After Tax Measure (LIM–AT), 2013

The five census tracts in Metro Vancouver with the largest numbers of poor children were:

■■ Census tract 69.00 (UBC area) with 840 poor children

■■ Census tract 189.08 (Guildford area in Surrey) with 750 poor children

■■ Census tract 189.10 (Guildford area in Surrey) with 660 poor children

■■ Census tract 190.03 (Whalley/Guildford area in Surrey) with 650 poor children

■■ Census tract 185.11 (Newton area in Surrey) with 640 poor children

In terms of the proportion of children living in poverty, Northeast Vancouver had the most severe child 
poverty situation. However, in terms of the total number of children living in poverty, the Guildford, 
Newton and Whalley areas of Surrey had the most severe child poverty situation!—!this was due to a 
combination of high child poverty rates and large numbers of children living in these areas.

Child Poverty Rates by Metro Vancouver Census Tract, LIM After Tax, 2013
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download 

this map, and additional maps 
of child poverty rates for Metro 
Vancouver municipalities, visit 
www.still1in5.ca
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■■ Adopt a comprehensive provincial poverty reduction plan with legislated targets and timelines, 
a cabinet minister with the authority and responsibility to ensure government is achieving its 
targets on time, and a goal of reducing BC’s child poverty rate to 7% or lower by 2020.

■■ Recognizing that children of recent immigrants and refugees, Aboriginal children, children of 
female lone-parent families, children in racialized families and children with a disability, are at 
greater risk of living in poverty, efforts should also be targeted to achieve major reductions in 
poverty levels for these populations.

See the full list of recommendations on pages 48 and 49.

FIRST CALL RECOMMENDS

It is true to say that every municipality in Metro Vancouver has child poverty challenges: in 2013, every 
municipality (even the smallest ones) had at least one census tract with child poverty rates of 10% or 
more. In fact, most municipalities had multiple census tracts with child poverty rates of 20% or more.


