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BC’s Child Poverty Rates Over Time2
FACT 

SHEET

PERCENTAGE OF POOR CHILDREN OVER TIME

Since the passage of the 1989 House of Commons all-party 
resolution to eliminate child poverty in Canada by the year 2000, 
BC’s child poverty rate has risen from 15.5% in 1989 to 20.4% in 
2013.

From 2000 to 2013, there was a  slight decrease in the percent-
age of BC children 0-17 years living in poverty, based on the LIM 
after-tax measure. This was similar to the trend in Canada as 
a whole. Between 2000 and 2013, BC’s child poverty rate de-
creased from 25.3% in 2000 to 20.4% in 2013, while Canada’s 
child poverty rate decreased from 22.3% in 2000 to 19.0% in 2013.

Most of this decrease occurred between 2004 and 2007, when 
BC’s child poverty rate dropped from 25.0% in 2004 to 20.8% 
in 2007. The province’s child poverty rate then increased in both 
2008 and 2009, to reach 21.8% in 2009, before falling slowly to 
20.4% in 2013.

During this entire 13-year period (2000–2013), BC’s child poverty 
rates were consistently higher than Canada’s child poverty rates.

Since the House of 
Commons passed a 
resolution in 1989 to 
eliminate child poverty 
in Canada, BC’s child 
poverty rate has risen 
from 15.5% to 20.4%.
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Child Poverty Rates for Canada and British Columbia, LIM After Tax, 2000–2013

Source: Statistics Canada CANSIM Table 111-0015.
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BC’s child poverty 
rate from 2000 
to 2013 remained 
consistently higher 
than the Canadian 
average.

NUMBER OF POOR CHILDREN OVER TIME

The number of poor children in British Columbia, based on the LIM af-
ter-tax measure, decreased by 53,410 children between 2000 and 2013, 
from 221,220 poor children in 2000 to 167,810 poor children in 2013.

However, most of this decrease occurred between 2004 and 2007, when 
BC’s child poverty rate dropped from 213,480 to 173,450, a decrease 
of 40,030 children. The province’s child poverty rate then increased in 
both 2008 and 2009, to reach 181,890, before falling slowly to 167,810 
in 2013.

The number of poor children decreased by 1,610 from 2012 to 2013. 
While it’s heartening that the poverty rate is declining, the decline is 
pitifully slow and 167,810 poor children is unacceptably high. In fact, at 
this rate it would take over 104 years to eliminate child poverty in  BC.

Knowing the toxic effects growing up in poverty can have on children’s 
health and development, this graph showing the hundreds of thousands 
of BC children our society has allowed to fall into poverty or remain poor 
over more than a decade is profoundly disturbing. As BC’s Minister of 
Children and Family Development Stephanie Cadieux stated in an email 
to First Call on behalf of the Premier, “We believe that one child living 
in poverty is one child too many.” Clearly reports showing thousands of 
poor children living in poverty year after year should call our govern-
ments to take urgent action.

Source: Statistics Canada CANSIM Table 111-0015.

Number of Poor Children (0–17 years) in BC, LIM After Tax, 2000–2013
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POOR CHILDREN UNDER SIX YEARS OLD

The poverty rate in British Columbia for children under six years old was 
20.7% in 2013, down from 22.5% in 1989 and 27.8% in 2000. However, in 
2013, 55,520 of BC’s youngest children were still living in poverty, or just 
over one fifth of BC’s children under six.

In 2013, BC’s under-six child poverty rate of 20.7% was slightly higher than 
Canada’s rate of 20.3% and also slightly higher than the province’s overall 
child poverty rate of 20.4%. Given the critical importance of the early years 
for children’s development, it is alarming that the child poverty rates for 
young children was higher than the overall child poverty rate in nearly every 
urban area in the province. In Prince Rupert, Port Alberni, Powell River and 
Duncan, the early childhood poverty rates were over 5 percentage points 
higher than their overall child poverty rates. (See details in Appendix 2.)

The devastating effects of high poverty rates for this age group can in-
clude lifelong consequences for children’s physical, cognitive and social 
development. BC’s Early Development Instrument trend data from the 
Human Early Learning Partnership at the University of British Columbia is showing 33% of BC children 
were developmentally vulnerable upon school entry during the 2011/2012 and 2012/2013 school years, 
up from 29% in the 2007/2008 and 2008/2009 school years1.

1 University of British Columbia, Human Early Learning Partnership, Provincial EDI Maps,  
retrieved October 24, 2015, earlylearning.ubc.ca/maps/edi/bc/

FIRST CALL RECOMMENDS

■■ Adopt a comprehensive provincial poverty reduction plan with legislated targets and timelines, 
a cabinet minister with the authority and responsibility to ensure government is achieving its 
targets on time, and a goal of reducing BC’s child poverty rate to 7% or lower by 2020. 

See the full list of recommendations on pages 48 and 49.

Poverty Rates for Children Under Age Six, Canada and BC, LIM After Tax, 1989, 2000 and 2013

Source: Statistics Canada custom tabulation. Taxfiler data.

The early years are a 
critical time for children’s 
development. For this 
age group, poverty 
can have lifelong 
consequences.
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“Field trips, pizza days, 
dances!—!all these things 
and more cost money!—!the 
other children see Mason not 
participating. That perception 
will only hurt Mason as the 
children get older.”  
!—!Mason’s mom

Mason’s Story

Mason Alford, age nine, wants to go to birthday parties, play sports and take music lessons just like the 
other kids at school. But as a child living in poverty, his life is defined by what he does not have and what 
he cannot do.

As one of three children in the family, with a father on disability assistance and a mother who works for 
minimum wage, his family struggles to offer him anything other than the basics. This reality is devastat-
ing for a child with unique talents and intelligence who has been reading since age three, says his mother 
Jessica Alford.

“I look at my son and my chest aches, because no matter how much I try, I know from personal experi-
ence that only the smallest percentage of him is being engaged.”

With Jessica’s erratic work schedule and her husband’s mobility issues, getting Mason to activities is 
“difficult to impossible.” There is also the expense of materials or equipment.

“Children are beginning to alienate him because they are realizing that he does not come from means,” 
his mother observes. “Field trips, pizza days, dances#—#all these things and more cost money#—#the other 
children see Mason not participating. That perception will only hurt Mason as the children get older.”

Jessica and her husband work diligently to provide good food for the children, even if it means going 
without themselves, but “when money is low the variety is low as well,” impacting Mason’s nutrition.

Jessica worries about the impact of poverty on his sense of self-worth. She knows he hears his parents’ 
“hushed whispers” tallying collected bottles and calculating how many more days they may have to go 
without.

Raised in poverty herself, Jessica worries a childhood in poverty is a poverty life sentence for Mason. 
“This kind of poverty is generational. I’m terrified Mason will know my struggle on a personal level him-
self, yet I know he is destined for so much more.”


