
2015 CHILD POVERTY REPORT CARD
firstcallbc.org53

APPENDIX 2

The two maps in this appendix show the child poverty rates and the numbers of poor children in urban 
areas across BC outside of Metro Vancouver for all children (0–17 years) and for very young children (0–5 
years).1 Approximately 34% of the poor children in BC live in the urban areas discussed in this appendix.

CHILD POVERTY (0–17 YEARS) BY URBAN AREA

Child poverty affects children in every urban area in BC. Based on 2013 taxfiler data and LIM (Low Income 
Measure) after tax, child poverty rates varied greatly across the urban areas outside Metro Vancouver:

■■ Six urban areas had child poverty rates between 12% and 17%;

■■ Seven urban areas had child poverty rates between 18% and 20%;

■■ Eight urban areas had child poverty rates between 21% and 24%; and,

■■ Three urban areas had child poverty rates between 25% and 31%.

1 Metro Vancouver is not discussed in this appendix, as the analysis of the Vancouver CMA can be found in Fact Sheet 9. 
The Metro Vancouver overall child poverty rate in 2013 was 20% and the poverty rate for children under 6 years was 19%, 
representing 85,450 and 26,440 children respectively. 

CHILD POVERTY IN BC URBAN AREAS 
OUTSIDE OF METRO VANCOUVER

ALL CHILDREN: Children 0–17 Years Old in BC in Low Income Families in 2013 
by Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) and Census Agglomeration Area (CA)

Source: Statistics Canada, Income Statistics Division, T1 Family File (T1FF) based on the final tax file (based on after-tax low income measures, LIMs), 2013



2015 CHILD POVERTY REPORT CARD
firstcallbc.org54

The three urban areas with the highest child poverty rates (Duncan at 31%, Port Alberni at 31% and Prince 
Rupert at 30%) had rates more than double the urban area with the lowest child poverty rate (Fort St. 
John at 12%). After Fort St. John, Victoria (16%) and Squamish (16%) had the lowest child poverty rates. 
The urban areas with the highest child poverty rates were concentrated in coastal areas, whereas the 
areas with the lowest child poverty rates were spread throughout the province.

In terms of the number of poor children in each urban area:

■■ Eleven urban areas had between 510 and 990 poor children;

■■ Six urban areas had between 991 and 2,630 poor children;

■■ Five urban areas had between 2,631 and 5,790 poor children; and,

■■ Two urban areas had between 5,791 and 8,750 poor children.

The BC urban areas outside Metro Vancouver vary greatly in terms of their overall child population (for 
example, Victoria had 54,440 children, while Powell River had 2,770 children). Therefore, the number of 
poor children by urban area was generally much more reflective of the total number of children living in 
each urban area than the child poverty rate in each area. For example, despite having the second lowest 
child poverty rate, Victoria, with 8,750 poor children, had the greatest number of poor children of any 
urban area outside of Metro Vancouver. Abbotsford-Mission (7,730 poor children) and Kelowna (5,790 
poor children), which had the second and third largest child populations, also had the second and third 
largest number of poor children of any urban area outside of Metro Vancouver.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD POVERTY (0–5 YEARS) BY URBAN AREA

The early years (0–5 years old) are very important to the overall development and well-being of children. 
Therefore, early childhood poverty can cause many challenges later in life for children. Based on 2013 
taxfiler data and LIM (Low Income Measure) after tax, early childhood poverty rates varied greatly across 
the urban areas in British Columbia.

■■ 3 urban areas had early childhood poverty rates between 13% and 17%;

■■ 10 urban areas had early childhood poverty rates between 18% and 22%;

■■ 8 urban areas had early childhood poverty rates between 23% and 29%; and,

■■ 3 urban areas had early childhood poverty rates between 30% and 37%.

Cut another way, in 10 out of these 24 urban areas one in four young children were poor.

The three urban areas with the highest early childhood poverty rates (Port Alberni at 37%, Duncan at 
37% and Prince Rupert at 36%) had rates more than double the rate of the urban area with the lowest 
early childhood poverty rate (Fort St. John at 13%). After Fort St. John, Squamish (16%) and Victoria 
(17%) had the lowest early childhood poverty rates. The urban areas with the highest early childhood 

EARLY YEARS: Children 0–5 Years Old in BC in Low Income Families in 2013 
by Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) and Census Agglomeration Area (CA)

Source: Statistics Canada, Income Statistics Division, T1 Family File (T1FF) based on the final tax file (based on after-tax low income measures, LIMs), 2013
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poverty rates were concentrated in coastal areas, whereas the areas with the lowest early childhood 
poverty rates were spread throughout the province.

In terms of the number of poor children under age 6 in each urban area:

■■ 12 urban areas had between 200 and 480 poor children under age 6;

■■ 5 urban areas had between 481 and 960 poor children under age 6;

■■ 5 urban areas had between 961 and 1,950 poor children under age 6; and,

■■ 2 urban areas had between 1,951 and 3,040 poor children under age 6.

The urban areas outside Metro Vancouver varied greatly in terms of their overall child population under 
the age of 6, (for example, Victoria had 18,240 children under 6, while Powell River had 840 children 
under 6). Therefore, the number of poor young children by urban area was generally much more reflect-
ive of the total number of young children living in each urban area than the early childhood poverty rate 
in each area. For example, despite having the third lowest early childhood poverty rate, Victoria, with 
3,040 poor young children, had the greatest number of poor young children of any urban area outside 
of Metro Vancouver. Abbotsford-Mission (2,690 poor children under age 6) and Kelowna (1,950 poor 
children under age 6), which had the second and third largest young child populations overall, had the 
second and third largest number of poor young children of any urban area outside of Metro Vancouver.

EARLY CHILDHOOD POVERTY RATES VERSUS  
CHILD POVERTY RATES BY URBAN AREA

In 2013, early childhood poverty rates were higher than overall child poverty rates in 22 out of these 24 
urban areas. Prince Rupert, Port Alberni, Powell River and Duncan had the largest differences, with early 
childhood poverty rates that were more than 5 percentage points higher than their overall child poverty 
rates.2 

2"The differences between early childhood and overall child poverty rates by urban area may vary slightly from what is shown 
on the maps due to data rounding. 


