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APPENDIX 1

Canada does not have an official way of measuring poverty, but Statistics Canada does 
produce three main measures of low income: the Low Income Cut-Offs (LICOs), before- 
and after-tax versions, the Low Income Measures (LIMs), before- and after-tax versions, 
and the Market Basket Measure (MBM).1

As with our 2014 Child Poverty Report Card, this year’s report features the LIM after tax 
(rather than LICO as we have used in previous years), following a shift in recent years 
to the use of this measure by others in the anti-poverty community across Canada and 
some provincial governments. According to Statistics Canada, the LIM is the most com-
monly used low income measure for the purpose of making international comparisons.

The LIM is a fixed percentage (50%) of median adjusted household income, where “ad-
justed” refers to household size or the number of members in a household.

The LIMs for this report are calculated three times; with market income, before-tax 
income and after-tax income using taxfiler income data, which was made available to 
Campaign 2000 through a custom tabulation. Some of it is also available to the public on 
the Statistics Canada website.

The data used in the child poverty report card has always been two years old at the time 
of publication, as it takes Statistics Canada 18 months to release it. Thus the data in the 
2015 BC Child Poverty Report Card is for 2013, or earlier in some cases if newer data has 
not been made available yet.

The following chart contains the LIMs after tax used in this report card for different family 
sizes based on the number of adults and children in each family type.

Statistics Canada’s Low Income Measures for 2013 (After Tax)

Number of 
adults*

Number of children less than 16 years of age

0 1 2 3 4

1 17,371 24,319 29,531 33,005 38,216

2 24,319 29,531 34,742 39,953 45,165

3 31,268 36,479 41,690 46,902 52,113

4 38,216 43,428 48,639 53,850 59,061

Source: Statistics Canada T1 Family File 2012 User’s Guide.

1 A detailed description of each measure can be found in the Statistics Canada publication, Low Income 
Lines, 2012-2013; statcan.gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.action?ObjId=75F0002M2014003&ObjType=46&lang=en
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* Includes parents/spouses, children 16 years of age and over and the first child in lone-parent families regardless of age.
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This second chart contains the LIMs before tax for different family sizes based on the number of adults 
and children in each family type. These are used when comparing minimum wages to poverty lines, as 
wages are before-tax income.

Statistics Canada’s Low Income Measures for 2013 (Before Tax)

Number of 
adults*

Number of children less than 16 years of age

0 1 2 3 4

1 19,598 27,437 33,317 37,236 43,116

2 27,437 33,317 39,196 45,075 50,955

3 35,276 41,156 47,035 52,915 58,794

4 43,116 48,995 54,874 60,754 66,633

* Includes parents/spouses, children 16 years of age and over and the first child in lone-parent families regardless of age.

Source: Statistics Canada T1 Family File 2012 User’s Guide.


